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Liebe Kursteilnehmer/-innen,

Diese Bibliothek ist nur fiir Teilnehmer/innen unserer Kurse und sie konnen
die Blicher/Medien kostenlos leihen. Damit alle Kursteilnehmer daran
teilhaben kdénnen, ist die Leihfrist auf einen Monat beschrankt - sollte dies
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Written by Sima Qian of the Western Han Dynasty, the Records of the
Historian was the first general history in the form of a series of biographies
to appear in China. It records the history of China from the most remote past,
the era of the legendary founder of the Chinese nation Huangdi (Yellow
Emperor) in prehistoric China to the reign of Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty.
The book has 130 chapters, recording the progress of history by means of
biographies of historical figures. It marked the start of biographical literature
in China and had a far-reaching influence on the development of the historical
and literary works of later generations. Records of the Historian was ranked
by Lu Xun, China’s literary giant of the 20th century, as the country’s leading
work of history.

The 31 chapters selected for inclusion in this book are regarded as the
most outstanding of those in the original work. Most of them are taken from
the Liezhuan (biographies of important figures) section.

An Pingqiu proofread the classical prose, corrected mistakes and trans-
lated the text into refined vernacular Chinese. The English translation is by the
husband-and-wife team Yang Xianyi and Gladys Yang.
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ZHUGE LIANG:
The First Memorial to the King Before Setting Off for War [l

LIME A Letter to His Majesty [l

WANG Xizi:

Prologue to the Collection of Poems Composed at
the Orchid Pavilion [I§]

TAO YUANMIING:  Going Home [

TAo YUANMING:
A Tale of the Fountain of the Peach Blossom Spring [2§

TAO YUANMING:  Master Five Willows B8
WANG BO: A Tribute to King Teng’s Tower [B8
LIBAL: A Letter to Han Jingzhou [H§]

LI BAI:

Entertainment Given in the Peach and Plum Garden
on a Spring Evening [§§

LIUYUXI:  An Epigraph in Praise of My Humble Home 58
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Chinese Language and Culture Course
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CONFUCIUS MENCIUS

A Philosopher for the Ages A Benevolent Saint for the Ages

By Xu Yuanxiang By Xu Yuanxiang & Zhang Bing
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THE WISDOM OF CHINA

LAO TZU

The Eternal Tao Te Ching

By Xu Yuanxiang & Yin Yongjian
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‘Enjoyment of Life in an Untroubled State

By Xu Yuanxiang & Yin Yongjian
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CHINA KNOWLEDGE SERIES Contents

Translator’s Preface to the English Version

PART I IDEOLOGY OF THE PRE-QIN PERIOD

AN IN TELLECTUAL Introduction to the Society and Ideology of the Pre-Qin

Period
HISTORY OF Chapter 1 Chinese Ideology from the Earliest Times to the
Spring and Autumn Period
1. The Germination of Ideology in the Primitive Society Before
the Xia Dynasty

2. Ideology from the Xia Dynasty to the Spring and Autumn
Period

3. Confucius and the Early Confucians
Chapter 2 Ideology of the Warring States Period (I)
1. Ideology of the Early Mohists
2. The Ideology of Yang Zhu
3. The Ideology of Mencius
4. The Ideology of Xun Zi :
5. The Ideology of the Yin-Yang School
6. The Ideology of the Legalist School
Chapter 3 Ideology of the Warring States Period (II)

1. The Ideology of the Taoist School—Lao Zi, Song Xing and
Yin Wen 3

2. The Ideology of the Taoist School—Zhuang Zi
3. The Ideology of the Dialecticians
4, gh«: Ideology of the Strategists—Sun Wu, Wu Qi and Sun
in :
5. The Merging of the Hundred Schools and the Li’s Spring and
Autumn Annals
FOREIGN LANGUAGES PRESS - BEIJING Chapter 4 Economic, Scientific, Historical and Literary
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IHighly recommended by leading Chinese writers I\nlmllv Fsien-yung Pai and
Yu Qiuyu, and pros yminent U.S opera stage director Perer McClintock.
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Bitter-Sweet
Portraits

his book consists of 69 interviews, reflecting a wide range of

personal experiences between 1978 and 1990. In these personal

interviews, Chinese people talk about both the ordinary and ex-

traordinary events in their lives. A poor farmer on the Loess Plateau
says that all he needs is water to have everything in life. A prisoner, con-
victed for a number of crimes, talks about his own childhood misfortunes.
A Guangdong hairstylist working in Beijing and a self-employed taxi driver
in Shanghai both frankly admit that their goals are to make money; an ac-
complished Shanghai portrait photographer discloses that he wishes to do
nude photography before his retirement; and a woman pilot says the only
regret in her life is that as a pilot she cannot wear her beautiful hair long....
These were the people one might have come across in any city, town or vil-
lage in any part of China.All the interviewees related their experiences, joys,
sorrows, challenges, grievances and hopes, in a candid manner.

Through this fascinating collection of personal anecdotes, readers will getin-
side glimpses of China in the course of great social transformation brought

about by reform and opening up.
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KING GESAR

ing Gesar is an epic from Tibet based on Tibetan folk tales, legends, folk
songs and proverbs. Representing the highest achievement of ancient
Tibetan culture, it has been in circulation for centuries. It is an encyclopedia-like
masterpiece reflecting the history of the ancient Tibetan society. i

Compared with the world's other famous heroic epics, King Gesar has two
outstanding characteristics.

First, it has been passed down orally and musically from one generation
to the next. Even today the epic is still widespread among the Tibetan people,
especially among farmers and herdsmen. It is a "living" heroic epic and belongs
to the Tibetan cultural heritage.

Second, it is the longest heroic epic in the world. It is an immense work,
with more than 1 million verses, which would fill 120-plus volumes if written
down.

The State of Ling generally refers to the ancient Tibetan-inhabited areas. In
the light of its structural order, we selected the high spot of this epic to entertain
readers at home and abroad. We hope our readers, through reading King
Gesar, will get to know and love both this great epic and the Tibetan culture.

BN 978-7-5085-1288-4
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CH I N ESE STORI Es CONTENTS
FROM THE FIFTIES

The Election — Qi Zhaoyang 7
My Young Friend — Du Pengcheng 16
Around the Spring Festival — Wang Wenshi 36
The Family on the Other Side of the Mountain
— Zhou Libo 63
||"' lm : » ; =1 Father and Daughter — Luo Binji 74
““ "” NS ¥ _ The Girl Who Sold Wine — Xu Huaizhong 120
. An Ordinary Labouret — Wang Yuanjian 134
My First Superior — Ma Feng 150
Dajee and Her Father — Gao Ying o2
The Vegetable Seeds — Hao Ran 196
Long Distance Runner — Malginbu 208

Barley Ketnel Gruel — Li Zhun 226




Dans la méme collection:

FABLE DE LA CHINE ANTIQUE

Les fables réunies dans ce recueil sont la quintessence
des fables écrites aux diverses périodes de la Chine antique.
La plupart des récits datent du IVéme et ITI*™e si¢cle av.
J-C., et du XVI*me et XVII*™e siecle, époques de 1'épa-
nouissement du genre de la fable en Chine.

Les philosophes et les politiciens de la Chine antique
voyageaient beaucoup a travers les différentes principau-
tés, et avaient de nombreux contacts avec la population.
C’est ainsi qu’ils prirent 'habitude d’emprunter des fables,
largement répandues au sein du peuple, dans les satires
qu’ils composaient contre les grands, ou bien dans les re-
cueils qu’ils écrivaient pour exposer leurs doctrines. Les
pens¢es développées par ces éminents philosophes et poli-
ticiens sont une précieuse part du fonds de notre patrimoi-
ne culturel.

Ces fables nées au sein du peuple et faconnées par lui au
cours des ages, sont riches de mati¢re imagée et d’enseigne-
ment moral. En outre, d’une langue aisée et populaire,
elles étaient faciles a comprendre pour les gens simples.

L’ouvrage comporte 28 illustrations.

FABLES

de la Chine
contemporaine
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